
 
Community Engagement Committee 

July 27, 2026 – 7pm 
Hybrid Meeting (Zoom / HP Community Center) 

Agenda 
 
7:01 Call to Order – Elisabeth Seburg, Chair 
 

Roll Call – Present: Elisabeth Seburg, Mindy Johnson, Cheryl Calloway, Jordan Frank Shannon, 
Lindsay Shimizu, Lifetime Fitness general manager, Jen Menk; Absent: TJ Pierret, Youa Thao, 
Steve Nelson, Richard Schuster, Lisa Giles 
 
Approval of Prior Month’s Meeting Minutes – Elisabeth Seburg, Chair – Approved without 
amendments. 
 
Ramsey County Recycling Program – Gabriel Reynolds, Ramsey County Environmental Ed 
Presentation:  https://drive.google.com/file/d/16w2Ohyyuwi2f1xKEENQEbopNg-
KCdFA5/view?usp=sharing  

• Ramsey County Environmental Center (opened in April 2024) 
o Goal of being “one-stop-shop” for waste/recycling. Accept hazardous household 

waste (paint, cleaners, batteries,) food scraps, small electronics, scrap metal, 
etc. 

o No ID needed, but will ask for your zip code (reciprocal use with other MN 
counties). 

o Recently added ability to recycle some countertop appliances. 
o Also accept less typical waste, like sharps (in a hard plastic container—think 

laundry detergent bottle thickness), string lights, film plastic bags. 
o Can also check out the “Reuse Room” which has partial containers of cleaners, 

wood stain, paint that are still good/usable. 
o Host regular events, like Fix-it Clinics, swaps and paper shredding 
o Accepting donations of gently used school supplies through 7/31 for upcoming 

swap. 

• Curbside Food Scrap Collection Update: 
o Finally extended to most of Ramsey and Washington County (except St. Paul 

City proper.) 
o Doesn’t use a separate bin, but rather specially-colored, more durable 

compostable bags for food scraps—collected with all other garbage and sorted 
out by robots at transfer stations to be sent on to compost. 

https://www.highlanddistrictcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/CEC-Minutes_06222026.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16w2Ohyyuwi2f1xKEENQEbopNg-KCdFA5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16w2Ohyyuwi2f1xKEENQEbopNg-KCdFA5/view?usp=sharing


 
o Community members will place an “order” for new bags on a website/phone line 

and will receive 60 bags for free. 
o Question from Cheryl: Current bags are hard to tie off, handles would be 

especially helpful for folks with more limited dexterity. Response: Currently no 
plans for handles, but the new bags will be larger so hopefully easier to tie off 
since they won’t be as full. 

o Question from Cheryl: What about compacting? Her apartment compacts all 
garbage sent down a chute. Response: Compacting should be okay—the 
collection trucks also compact and they haven’t seen significant loss of 
compostable material due to the higher-durability of the bags, but something 
they’ll be monitoring as they continue to roll out. 

• Also talked about Waste Reduction Challenges: Feb is plastic-free, Oct is “Save food, 
spend less” 

• Plugged upcoming Recycling Ambassador training, Tuesdays 9/15-10/20, 6:30-8:30pm. 
Registration open 8/3-9/10. Train community members to be peer-to-peer 
advocates/volunteers for recycling and reuse programs. 

• Question from Elisabeth: How can District Councils help? 1. Sharing events, education 
info, and 2. Help co-host events. 

• Question from Kathy: We currently have an environmental contract with the city, which 
does provide some funding to do the work of educating folks, hosting events. Would 
County ever consider something like that? Response: Definitely something to look into. 
 

New Business (moved up so community member could bring up question): 

• Kirsten (community member) was curious about how/whether there was a possibility 
for a community garden at one of the new parks down by Ford Bridge development? 
We told her that Parks & Rec put infrastructure in place with hopes of finding someone 
to run one at Miča Park. Can connect her with the folks who run the Community Garden 
up at HP high school to learn more and send her info from the County’s Urban Garden 
Initiative. 

• Mindy was wondering what the possibility of hosting indoor concert series could be? 
More events always sound nice, but organizing them does take a lot of time. We’d need 
to figure out which events to cut in favor of hosting concerts. Would also require a lot of 
upfront research to find a good place to host, budgeting for cost of performance, etc. 

 
Student Liaisons: Outreach/Discussion – Lindsay Shimizu, Past Chair 

• We’ve had engagement problems the past couple of years. First year was great, and 
even last year we had a few people stick around. This past year was very low 



 
attendance. Possibly due to all participants being seniors (vs. past years we’ve had more 
juniors.) 

• Suggest re-implementing earlier due date for application so they can get onboarded 
before October Committee Meetings. Add examples for each of the committees in the 
Application? 

• Also suggest rephrasing the question on application to “What do you hope to gain from 
your experience with HDC?” 

 
HDC Events Recap and Update 

• Pizza and Movie Night: Perhaps a few more pizzas and a fewer sambusas. 

• Music at the Bridge – July 23 

• NNO – August 4: Kathy to populate spreadsheet later this week when she receives the 
list from Patty Lammers 

• Walking Tour of West 7th: 8/11 at 6:30pm 

• Music at Wandering Leaf: Still need to find chair rentals. Probably no bouncy castle 
since we’re changing chair vendors, but the drum circle starts at 5:30. 

 
Survey Questions 

• Worked on finalizing CEC survey questions with focus on intent—what can we do with 
this data? Mindy and Elisabeth to work offline to finalize. 

 
8:31 Adjourn – Elisabeth Seburg, Chair 


