
Building a More Vibrant, Welcoming, and Safe Neighborhood   

Transportation Committee  

June 9, 2026, 7:00 PM  

Hybrid Meeting Zoom: Highland Park Community Center  

1978 Ford Parkway  

Agenda  

7:00 pm Call to Order – Adam Hertell, Past Vice Chair  
- 

Quick recap 

The Highland Park District Council Transportation Committee meeting focused on updates 
regarding the Highland Bridge development project and planning for future transportation 
initiatives. City traffic engineer Randy Newton and project manager Tia Anderson provided 
status updates on Highland Bridge infrastructure, explaining that about one-third of the 
development is complete with most base infrastructure finished except for some infill work 
that will occur with future development. The committee discussed conducting a pedestrian 
safety walk through the West 7th Street corridor on August 11th to identify and address safety 
concerns, particularly around intersections like Creighton and Boland where a stop sign is 
needed. The group reviewed survey questions for residents about transportation issues, with 
discussions about whether to include questions about automated enforcement and how to 
effectively capture feedback about specific problem areas without making the survey too 
complex. The committee also received updates from the Joint Transportation Council meeting, 
including information about crash data and the "Stop For Me" pedestrian safety campaign 
being implemented by the police department. 

Next steps 

Adam 

• Share notes from the Joint Transportation Council meeting, including crash map and 
data, with the committee. 

• Share Stop For Me campaign information and opportunities for committee 
participation as updates are available. 

Kathy 

• Contact MnDOT to request and review previous community engagement results 
regarding pedestrian and transportation improvements on West 7th, to avoid 
duplicating survey questions and ensure new survey is informed by existing data. 



• Send out the updated draft of the transportation survey to committee members for 
final review and comments. 

• Reach out to MnDOT and/or Met Council to obtain and share any available results/data 
from prior community engagement on West 7th transportation/pedestrian 
improvements. 

• Coordinate with Randy Newton (and team) to confirm Public Works/Transportation 
Planning participation in the August 11th walk and clarify expectations for city staff 
involvement. 

• Consider inviting a local historian or long-time resident to provide 10-minute historical 
context at the start of the West 7th walk. 

• Send email to Randy Newton to flag the August 11th event and coordinate Public 
Works attendance. 

Randy Newton 

• Follow up on the status of raised pedestrian crossings at Beachwood/Creighton and 
Saunders/Cretin, and monitor for any barriers from state rules regarding vertical 
treatments on state-aid roads. 

• Monitor and report on the construction schedule and pedestrian access plans for Block 
11 at Highland Bridge, including any temporary traffic controls or signage during 
construction. 

• Provide city-wide traffic safety presentation to the committee in the fall, as requested. 

Tia 

• Send the recent Planning Commission presentation and development block chart to 
interested committee members for reference on current and planned Highland Bridge 
development. 

• Provide updates or information on the status of PPL (Project for Pride in Living) 
affordable housing development on Block 12 as grant applications progress. 

Collaboration 

• Matt, Adam, Kathy: Plan and coordinate the August 11th pedestrian safety walk on 
West 7th, including identifying key nodes/intersections, inviting relevant city staff 
(Public Works, Transportation Planning, Council Member, Mayor's Office), and 
arranging logistics (parking, route, participants). 

• Committee: Review and finalize the transportation survey questions, ensuring inclusion 
of an open-ended question for residents to specify problem intersections or streets. 

 

Highland Park Transportation Committee Meeting 

The meeting began with introductions and the election of committee members and alternates, 
including Wayne Olson as an alternate. Participants discussed transportation issues in the 
Highland Park area, with a focus on pedestrian safety and the potential for improving Highway 
5. City representatives, including Tia Anderson and Randy Newton, provided updates on the 
Highland Bridge development project and clarified roles within the city's transportation 
planning process. The group approved prior meeting minutes with a note to make editorial 
corrections later. 



Highland Bridge Infrastructure Status Update 

Tia and Randy provided a status update on Highland Bridge transportation and infrastructure, 
noting that most streets and sidewalks are complete except for some areas that will be 
addressed with future development. They mentioned that David Keebler plans to introduce 
the final set of infrastructure permits at the end of the month, and the Cleveland Avenue 
sidewalk project is scheduled for completion this year. Th also explained that while some off-
site improvements were identified, there is currently no funding source available to deliver 
additional improvements beyond those already completed through other projects. 

Sidewalk Responsibility and Development 

Randy and Tia discussed snow and ice removal responsibility for the T2 to T3 area, clarifying 
that the Civic Plaza between these buildings falls under the association's jurisdiction. They 
addressed concerns about missing sidewalks on Cleveland Avenue, explaining that while there 
are legal requirements for sidewalk installation, building them before development can be 
costly as they may need replacement during construction. Tia assured the group that current 
city policy requires filling sidewalk gaps during private development, and she expressed 
confidence that Highland Bridge would not experience perpetual sidewalk gaps. 

Highland Bridge Development Progress 

Tia and Randy discussed the current progress of Highland Bridge development, noting that 
only about a third of the expected 2,800-3,000 residential units have been completed. She 
addressed safety concerns around pedestrian and parking issues, explaining that many 
problems stem from the area being only partially developed and construction vehicles, while 
acknowledging resource constraints in parking enforcement due to limited staffing compared 
to Minneapolis. Randy also mentioned that the development's impact on traffic patterns 
around Ford Parkway and Cleveland Avenue has been mixed, with some improvements in 
route options for drivers. 

Safety and Development Plans Update 

Randy explained that while safety improvements are ongoing, budget constraints limit the 
ability to address every safety need identified in the community. He discussed development 
plans for blocks east of Creighton, including Block 11 which has site plan approval and is 
awaiting building permits, while Block 16's development has been delayed following the 
passing of Dean Widener in March. The conversation about above-standard infrastructure 
improvements at intersections, including raised crosswalks at Beachwood and Saunders 
streets, has been put on hold due to Widener's organizational changes, though the city 
remains supportive of such improvements when development occurs. 

Traffic Treatment Implementation Discussion 

Randy discussed the implementation of vertical treatments on local roads, noting that while 
they are being considered for certain low-volume roads, there are state aid road rules that may 
need to be followed. He explained that these treatments are designed to maintain driving 
speeds of 20-25 miles per hour rather than significantly slowing traffic. Regarding red light 
cameras, Randy explained that St. Paul currently lacks the legal authority to implement them, 
though Minneapolis has pilot programs, and he noted that while there was no city support 
previously, the new administration might push for legislative changes in the future. John added 
that Minnesota Supreme Court ruled Minneapolis speed cameras unconstitutional. 



Resident Transportation Survey Planning Updates discussed upcoming resident 
transportation survey questions and mentioned that Planning and Economic Development is 
updating the Comprehensive Plan, which includes a transportation chapter. The group 
discussed Block 12, which was planned for a PPL (Project for Private Living) building, though 
funding was not secured last year and they are resubmitting this year. Kathy agreed to share a 
visual development plan chart showing the status of different blocks in the area. 

South Highland Park Baseball Plans 

The discussion focused on input from the South Highland Park community and plans for 
baseball fields in the area. Kathy explained that they receive input from the immigrant 
communities in that area and share it with the city, though their current focus is on Highland 
Bridge and the TIF district. The conversation detailed plans for both Highland Ball Fields and 
University of St. Thomas Fall Fields, including previous planning work done with engineers and 
the community to determine how to fit the ball fields and parking while accommodating future 
light rail connections. The plans for both facilities are currently on hold, with St. Thomas's 
development expected to be several years away. 

West 7th Pedestrian Safety Walk 

The group discussed planning a pedestrian walk event for August 11th, focusing on safety 
issues in the West 7th area. They identified several problem intersections including Davern, St. 
Paul Avenue, and Maynard Drive, with particular concern about the area around Sibley Plaza 
and strip mall. The group agreed to proceed with a pedestrian walk rather than a bike ride, 
potentially starting at Van Gogh or the JCC and exploring safety issues in the West 7th 
neighborhood. 

7th Street Pedestrian Safety Walk 

The committee discussed organizing a walk through the area focused on pedestrian safety 
issues on 7th Street, with Kathy suggesting they invite relevant stakeholders including the 
councilperson, Public Works, and MnDOT. They agreed to focus specifically on pedestrian 
safety rather than broader transportation issues like the J-Line bus rapid transit, and decided 
to include historical context about the area's development. The group identified potential 
stops and discussed the connection to construction planned by MnDOT in 2028-2029, though 
they noted that previous highway realignment plans from 2010-2011 were ultimately not 
implemented. Matt, Kathy, and Adam volunteered to help plan the walk, which was scheduled 
for August 17th. 

West 7th Street Survey Revisions 

The committee discussed revisions to a neighborhood traffic safety survey, focusing on 
questions about traffic issues and transportation improvements along West 7th Street. XXX 
suggested adding an open-ended question about pain points in different neighborhoods 
beyond Island Bridge and West 7th, while the group debated whether to include specific 
questions about automated enforcement and whether to check with MnDOT about previous 
community engagement on West 7th improvements. The committee agreed to restructure the 
survey to lead with Blanca's question about rating transportation options, followed by Adam's 
question about traffic safety issues, and decided to add a follow-up open text box for specific 
intersection details while removing a dedicated question for Highland Bridge since issues there 
would likely surface in the broader questions. 



 

 

 

8:30 pm Adjourn – Frank Jossi, Chair 
 

The next meeting of the Transportation Committee is June 9, 2026, at 7:00 PM  


