
The Great River Park

Community Task Force Meeting : December 14, 2010
Saint Paul Parks and Recreation



•

Great River Park
Project Schedule



Community Task Force Meeting Schedule

Tuesday December 14, 5:00 – 7:00: design forum input and consensus and 
alternatives review – parks & natural areas

Tuesday January 11, 5:00 - 7:00: design forum input and consensus and alternatives 
review – connections & redevelopment

Thursday February 17, 5:00 – 7:00: framework plan & preliminary recommendations

Thursday March 10, 6:30 - 8:30: attend public open house for framework plan and 
preliminary recommendations presentation

Wednesday April 13, 5:00 – 7:00: plan and recommendations refinement

Thursday May 12, 6:30 - 8:30: attend public open house for final draft plan 
presentation

Wednesday June 15, 5:00 – 7:00: review final draft plan 



Identified System Needs & Demands (the highlights)

Connectivity
• A connected trail system
• Trails inter-linking parks
• Low-mobility park access
• Neighborhood links to river

• Both ped and ecology

Higher quality multi-use fields

Revitalized facilities

Nature-based programs

Adventure play

Off-leash dog areas



Framework Vision
Composite

Alternative Vision 



Great River Park
Natural Areas – Habitat



Great River Park
Expand Natural Areas



Great River Park
Recreation Use Areas



Great River Park
Connections and River Access



Great River Park
Parks Planning Framework



Great River Park
Key Map



Assumptions
There is consensus around the following overall goals:

1. Natural Resources Protection
2. Water quality
3. Environmental education and 

Interpretation
4. Public Art
5. Way-finding
6. Public Safety
7. Levels of Activation, Variety and Intensity



Gorge Reach
Is there value in creating a Rivers edge trail from Meeker Dam to Shadow Falls?





Is there value in redevelopment/expansion as a multi-use destination ?

Watergate Marina





Island Station

Is there a level of redevelopment that works for this site?

What is the appropriate level /type of recreational use?



Harriet Island 
Could the addition of destination and active recreation to Harriet Island work?  

If so, to what intensity of use seems appropriate?
Skate Park, Splash Pad, Barge Pool, Bait Shop, Restaurant, Café?



Bruce Vento Park & Lower Landing 

What activities work for Lower Landing  Park?

What will the open space west of Hoffman Junction become?

What kind of uses do we see for the Bruce Vento Building?



Battle Creek & Highwood Bluff

Is there benefit to developing Highwood Bluffs Regional Park?





Project Contacts:

Website
www.greatriverpark.org

Don Ganje, Saint Paul Parks and Recreation
651 266-6425
don.ganje@ci.stpaul.mn.us

Bruce Chamberlain, Hoisington Koegler Group
612 252-7140
bruce@hkgi.com

Craig Coronato, Wenk Associates
303 628-0003
ccoronato@wenkla.com
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