2009 Saint Paul Cleanup Summary

For over nine years Eureka Recycling (651) 222-S0RT (7676)
(formerly as the Neighborhood Energy www.eurekarecycling.org
Consortium), the City of Saint Paul, and
Saint Paul residents have worked together
towards zero waste. Last year Saint Paul
residents recycled over 21,000 tons
through Eureka Recycling’s curbside and
multifamily recycling programs. This
saved the equivalent energy of 4 million
gallons of gas— enough for 6,838 cars to drive for a year. And recycling is only
one of many daily choices that Saint Paul residents are making to reduce their
waste and protect the environment. Every time a resident rethinks a purchasing
decision with waste reduction in mind (i.e. looking for less packaging, buying
items that are used instead of new, etc.) or composts their food scraps at home
instead of throwing them out in the trash, they are reducing their own (and
thus the city’s) waste and energy use.

Our mission is to reduce
waste today through
innovative resource
management and to reach
a waste-free tomorrow

by demonstrating that waste
is preventable, not inevitable.

Saint Paul neighborhood cleanups are designed for items that aren’t
compostable at home or recyclable at the curb. They are an additional way
citizens can actively and economically reduce their waste and save energy.
Through this program, each year between 3,500 and 4,000 vehicles arrive at a
cleanup loaded with hard to recycle items such as old computers, broken
washing machines, microwaves, televisions, toys, furniture, lawn mowers and
all kinds of miscellaneous scrap metal and building materials. At the cleanup,
residents are able to first give any reusable materials to interested charities, and
then recycle what is possible before finally bringing items that have no
recyclable value to be disposed of as garbage. Through the cleanup program,
residents are able to make a difference by responsibly discarding materials that
might otherwise clutter up their homes, yards, and neighborhoods. These one-
day community events, which also could be viewed as a temporary “resource
management park,” allow residents to discard hazardous, bulky, or hard to
recycle items in an efficient, cost-effective and environmentally preferable
manner. This balance is made possible by combining Eureka Recycling’s
institutional knowledge, coordination and support from the City of Saint Paul
and the organizing efforts of community councils.
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Highlights from the 2009 neighborhood cleanups

e The greenhouse gas emissions reduced by reusing and recycling at Saint
Paul’s Cleanup Program in 2009 is equivalent to saving 51,181 gallons
of gasoline — enough to take 87 cars off the road for one year.

e 47% of materials brought to the cleanup were reused or recycled,
which both reduced the costs of the cleanup and created a positive
environmental impact.

e More neighborhoods measured materials reused than in any previous
year (a 36% increase from 2008), which helped demonstrate the value
of reuse programs at cleanups.

e The City saved $4000 due to the large amount of materials reused at
cleanups (an increase of 41% from 2008)

e After reviewing the results of the 2009 cleanup program, Eureka
Recycling recommends actions that can be taken by the City of Saint
Paul and/or the community councils to continue increasing the
economic and environmental benefits of this program.

Program Overview

The Saint Paul Department of Public Works has coordinated the city-sponsored neighborhood
cleanup program in partnership with Saint Paul’s 17 community councils since 1987. In 1992, the
Saint Paul Neighborhood Energy Consortium (NEC), now the Neighborhood Energy
Connection, began providing technical and other assistance with neighborhood cleanups. Eureka
Recycling continued providing this assistance when it spun off from the NEC in 2001 to form a
non-profit to manage the recycling program and demonstrate that waste is preventable, not
inevitable. As part of the neighborhood cleanup program, district councils are encouraged to
organize crews to pick up waste along public thoroughfares, alleys and vacant lots and to assist the
elderly and disabled with hauling materials to the collection sites. With the added benefit of
economies of scale and the help of hundreds of neighborhood volunteers, the annual $230,000
city cleanup budget is a fraction of what residents would otherwise pay for disposal at a transfer
station or through their refuse hauler. The neighborhood cleanup program can be much more
effective at providing opportunities for reuse and waste reduction than would be available through
refuse haulers or transfer stations.

The average vehicle at a Saint Paul neighborhood cleanup brings about 490 pounds of
discards, (47% of which was recycled or reused in 2009) and pays $16 to discard this

material.

Through the cleanup program this load costs about $49 total (including the resident’s
$16 fee); if brought individually to a transfer station the average load would cost over
$100 to discard.




On average, up to 72% of the total cleanup budget is
allocated by the city of Saint Paul. Since the costs
fluctuate year to year and different cleanups have
different costs, nearly a quarter of the city allocations
may be unused. The final 28% of funding comes
from individual residents through modest fees
charged upon entrance to the cleanup.

The community councils each pick one or two
Saturdays a year within certain parameters (no more
than two cleanups per Saturday and the date must be
in May, June, September or October) to hold their

neiihborhood Cleanuﬁ. Many residents look forward
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